[Low frequency of precore stop mutation in patients with dual infection of hepatitis B and C viruses].
In order to study the mutation of hepatitis B virus(HBV) precore gene in patients with dual infections of HBV and HCV and its possible clinical significance, the precore stop codon mutation (stop 28) was analysed by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and restriction fragment length polymorphism(RFLP) in patients with chronic liver disease, which were 25 cases with HBV DNA and HCV RNA positive(group A) and 31 cases with HBsAg and HBV DNA positive but anti-HCV and HCV RNA negative (group B). The results showed that the serum HBV DNA positive rate by 1st PCR in patients with dual infections(group A, 16%) was significantly lower than that in patients with HBV infection alone (group B, 65%), the stop 28 positive rate was also significantly lower (28%, versus 68%). The results suggest that the low frequency of precore stop codon mutant in patients with HBV and HCV dual infections was possibly due to low replication of HBV.